                   THE GOLDEN DOMINO
                                         INDONESIA
		              “The Golden Domino”
		       Was the Vietnam War Worth It?

	
	         The Vietnam War had nothing to do with Vietnam!

This is presented with the intention of correcting the gross misconception of Americans regarding the difference between Indochina and Indonesia – and how this relates to their misunderstanding of our war in Vietnam; which has led to decades of confusion about just why the U.S. seems so inept in its foreign policies.

It is said that those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.  And it is because we were never told the truth about Southeast Asia that we are now doomed in all our foreign ventures.

Nobody likes to be taken for a sucker, or played the fool, but that is exactly how the ‘power elite’ have been manipulating us for so long.  
The most graphic example of how completely they manage our ignorance is in the fact that they had been able to hide the existence of an entire, enormous nation from our awareness; thereby confounding our every effort to comprehend the true dynamics of their special interests in Southeast Asia.
	
History:  Five hundred years ago Indonesia was called “The Spice Islands”; and at that time those spices were worth their weight in gold.  
The potential profits to be made by anyone finding a short-cut to those spices is what motivated Queen Isabella of Spain to sanction Christopher Columbus’ venture; which led instead to the creation of an entirely new nation, our own, which is intent on maintaining access to, and exploiting those unique isles.
	
During the 1950s, our president and secretary of state promoted the concept of communism spreading like the fall of dominoes across Asia.  	
The dominoes, beginning in Russia, fell first in China, then North Korea, then North Vietnam, and began pressing on South Vietnam.  
However, back in 1946, according to the infamous “Pentagon Papers”, all the free world’s key leaders agreed that South Vietnam was a lost cause.  
Obviously there was something else in the line of dominoes that made our stand in Vietnam necessary, and this was Indonesia, not Indochina.
	
In 1965, the president of Indonesia was becoming much too friendly with the communists, who threatened the nationalization (confiscation) of multinational investments there, making Indonesia the Golden Domino for both the capitalists and communists.
In September of 1965, the CIA instigated a coup in Indonesia, in order to put a president of their own pleasing into power there.  
During the following weeks nearly half a million innocent Indonesian civilians were slaughtered in the bloodbath that followed the coup.
	
In order to draw attention away from our secret complicity in that catastrophe, President Johnson had to suddenly change his policy on Vietnam, and ordered a massive troop build-up.  
And the media focused all its attention on Indochina, which is Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia - not Indonesia.  

During the decade world attention was focused on Indochina, the CIA was busy making sure that no matter what happened there, U.S. access to (and assets already in) Indonesia would be secure.  

Once this was accomplished the Vietnam diversion was abandoned.
	
Most people in the U.S. think Indochina and Indonesia are the same thing.  Very few are aware that Indonesia is entirely separate from Indochina, that it is the fourth most populous nation on Earth, and that it possesses some of the world’s largest deposits of oil, aluminum ore, and copper. 
	For those who were familiar with the vast wealth of natural resources in Indonesia, the war in Vietnam was not only worth it, but also absolutely necessary in terms of impressing our enemies with our intent to protect Indonesia, at any cost.

However, now, in hindsight, nearly 50 years later, we owe our current and future soldiers, and tax payers, the benefit of having matured to the true facts of life.
	The Vietnamese government estimates that roughly three million people died, between 1965 and 1975, because of that war, including 58,000 of our own troops.  This does not include the tens of thousands killed in Laos and Cambodia.
	To be very clear, the countries of Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam comprise the geographic region known as Indochina; three separate, sovereign nations.  Indonesia is an entirely separate sovereign nation outside the geographic region of Indochina.

The owners of the multinational corporations in Indonesia, the global elite, seeing the threat to their profits by communist advances, were the hidden manipulators behind all the carnage in Indochina and Indonesia.  
In short, the war in Vietnam was waged to protect the assets of multinational corporations.
So, in truth, our troops in Indochina were not ‘protecting us from the spread of communism’ in a remote corner of the globe; no, they (and I) were mere mercenaries fighting for the profits of big banks and big businesses.  
And our troops in Iraq, also, were mere mercenaries in the service of big oil.  Losing their lives, limbs and minds in the defense of “our way of life”, as measured in the cost of a gallon of gasoline.
I was a helicopter pilot in Vietnam and a first-hand witness to so many atrocities that I came home, in 1969, with a burning desire to find out WHY!?  
Indeed, for me, it seemed that for the entire decade following our defeat the whole nation would not stop crying “WHY!?”
In 1974, I went to work in Indonesia as a civilian bush pilot working for the multinationals and learned WHY.  
But when I came home I learned another rude fact:  At that time, less than one in a hundred Americans even knew there was a country named ‘Indonesia’ – and people were so sick of hearing about ‘Indochina’ they didn’t want to hear anything I had to say about the real reason we went to Vietnam being the similar sounding ‘Indonesia’. 
They thought the reason was a heavily guarded secret the public might never learn.  Besides, they had all been told there were no natural resources in Indochina, so there must be some other, hidden motive for the war.
And as if I didn’t have enough trouble getting people to recognize the difference between “Indochina” and “Indonesia”, the coup in ’65 took out the duly elected president, named “Suharto”, and replaced him with a dictator named “Sukarno”.

And who was I to claim having an answer for the ongoing cry of “Why?”  Just another chump corporate mercenary.  
Or so it seemed until my frustration at not being able to broadcast the answer built to a point it took me over-the-line from mad to madness and I became a radical political activist – committing a series of criminal publicity stunts aimed at generating enough media interest in my motives that I might gain a national audience.
It never worked.  I committed eight major stunts that made headlines, some international, and spent a total of over sixteen years incarcerated; and still the media has failed to ask me Why?
Well, it all boils down to a combination of linguistics, and geography:  Suharto/Sukarno; Indochina/Indonesia – and the global elites’ ownership of mass media.   I remain a chump, just no longer their mercenary.
 I also recognized early on that the only force on the planet capable of combating the global elite was Islam; so I became a Muslim and joined the Jihad – and this was before any of my ‘stunts’, so they were all the acts of a certified Muslim terrorist.
But because I am a decorated Vietnam combat vet, and had crossed the line unto madness in my quest to broadcast the Truth, the media and courts simply let me slide as a deranged case of PTSD; otherwise I would certainly have been locked up for life. 

I hope this serves, at last, to inform and enlighten.  We owe it to our veterans and our children to have learned at least this much from history.

Disgustedly,  Roger Stockham/Hem Ahadin.  
Comments welcome at nowmenon.com 
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                Indonesia

Below are some facts from Wikipedia, plus my own bias.
 
Population:  250 million, fourth largest country.
 
Language:  Bahasa Indonesia.

Government:  Unitary presidential constitutional republic =
 
Politics:  Gangsterism supported by paramilitary Pacasila Youth gangs and corrupt military.
 
Ideology:  Pancasila (pronounced [pantʃaˈsila]) is the official philosophical foundation of the Indonesian state.[1] Pancasila consists of two Old Javanese words (originally from Sanskrit), "pañca" meaning five, and "sīla" meaning principles. It comprises five principles held to be inseparable and interrelated:
1. Belief in the divinity of God, (in Indonesian, Ketuhanan Yang Maha Esa).
2. Just and civilized humanity, (in Indonesian, Kemanusiaan Yang Adil dan Beradab).
3. The unity of Indonesia, (in Indonesian, Persatuan Indonesia).
4. Democracy guided by the inner wisdom in the unanimity arising out of deliberations amongst representatives (in Indonesian, Kerakyatan Yang Dipimpin oleh Hikmat Kebijaksanaan, Dalam Permusyawaratan dan Perwakilan)
5. Social justice for all of the people of Indonesia (in Indonesian, Keadilan Sosial bagi seluruh Rakyat Indonesia)

 
Religion:  87% Muslim/99% Sunni.  10% Christian.
 
Geography:  17,500 islands, 6.000 inhabited.  An archipelago on the equator, stretching 3,000 miles east-west between the Philippines to the north and Australia to the south.
 
National Motto:  "Binneka Tunggal Ika" = Unity in Diversity, or many, yet one.
 
National Ideology:  Pancasila
 
Second greatest biodiversity - (after?  Was Amazonia, now Panama).
 
Homo erectus, "Java Man" - 1.5 million to 35,000 years ago.  Homo sapiens began 45,000 years ago (which I believe is way off).
 
Austronesian majority migrated from Taiwan c. 2,000 BCE and pushed the native Melanesians to the far eastern regions.
 
Earliest Islam:  13th century in Aceh - dominant by end of 16th century.
 
First regular contact with Europeans - 1512, Portuguese for nutmeg, clove, pepper.  1602 Dutch East India Company, dissolved 1800; nationalized and became a Dutch colony.
 
UN reported 4 million Indonesians died during Japanese occupation in WWII.
 
PKI (communist party) was blamed for the 9/30/65 coup; but it was a Rockefeller- requested CIA plot.  500,000 killed.  Suharto replaced Sukarno in March of '68 -   implemented "New Order" administration, rife with corruption.  Suharto resigned May, '98.  Ache settlement 8/15/2005.
 
First direct presidential election, 2004.  Max of two 5 year terms.
 
Receiving foreign aid since 1966.  2008 no longer net exporter of oil.  (I believe this is a direct result of their insisting on having natives take over the oil industry; same as the degradation of the oil industry in Iraq.)  
 
Toba erupted 70,000 years ago.  Krakatoa erupted in 1883; worst in recorded history, felt around the world.
 
Average temperature - 79 - 86 degrees F.  Humidity:  70 to 90%.
 
 End of Wikipedia excerpts
 
Below are excerpts from a book review in the New Yorker, of August 4, 2014.  The book review is by Pankaj Mishra; the book is "Indonesia Etc.", by Elizabeth Pisani.
The Indonesian nationalists, mainly Javanese, who threw the Dutch out—in 1949, after a four-year struggle—were keen to preserve their inheritance, and emulated the coercion, deceit, and bribery of the colonial rulers
 
According to Huntington, the historical role of the military in developing societies “is to open the door to the middle class and to close it on the lower class
 
Stalwarts of the Suharto regime—both ex-generals and monopoly industrialists—have reinvented themselves as manipulators of electoral politics, and disillusionment with democracy runs high.
 
The country’s innate centrifugal forces have been strengthened by the abrupt decision, in 1999, to devolve political power from Java to the provinces. As Pisani puts it, “In the space of just eighteen months, the world’s fourth most populous nation and one of its most centralized burst apart to become one of its most decentralized. The center still takes care of defence, fiscal policy, foreign relations, religious affairs, justice and planning. But everything else—health, education, investment policy, fisheries and a whole lot more—was handed over to close to 300 district ‘governments.’ ”
 
 
Indonesia’s political development has had other unexpected outcomes. In a country where once only an élite few could benefit from corruption, many more people are now on the take. Pisani argues that it’s possible to see widespread corruption as a kind of “social equalizer.” In Indonesia’s long-standing system of clan patronage, people look out for members of their extended family or village, awarding them money, contracts, or jobs. Decentralization has empowered many more people to do favors than was previously the case, which in turn gives them a greater investment in maintaining the political status quo. Thus, corruption plays a crucial role “in tying the archipelago’s mosaic of islands and disparate peoples into a nation,” Pisani writes. “Patronage is the price of unity.”
Pisani fears that this new culture of global capitalism has rapidly hollowed out beliefs and institutions that once gave meaning and direction to millions of lives, and replaced them with little more than an invitation to private gratification
Emigration to foreign lands looks too arduous when, “by drifting to another island, you can unlace the stays of place and clan, you can learn new dances and try new foods.” Pisani’s views are similar to those of Ann Dunham, Obama’s mother, whose anthropological field work among Javanese villagers made her argue for the economic viability of rural craft traditions among subsistence farmers, and against the bias in all modernizing ideologies toward urbanization
 
 
Halfway through her journey, Pisani begins to worry that she is trying “to write a book about a country that has ceased to exist. 
Such uncertainty seems widely shared in many other post-colonial countries. Nationalist ideologies, forged to bring consensus to new heterogeneous societies, have long been in decay. Electoral democracy has lost its moral prestige. Old-style military despots are back in power in Thailand and Egypt. However brutal, they seem to lack the conviction and the resources to build a new national project. Authoritarianism itself has ceased to be a bulwark against disorder in many places, most dramatically in Syria and Iraq.
 
The old question—what is a country, and what is its basis?—has become menacingly relevant long after it appeared to have been settled. In that sense, it is not facile to wonder if we are all Indonesians now, facing the perplexities of a shattering old order. ♦   From <http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/08/04/places-3> 
It had never been a nation or a coherent ‘country’.  The Dutch, in their colonizing of the archipelago, brought the idea of a central government; and when they were evicted after WWII Suharto moved quickly to foster the concept of the islands becoming a republic under a constitution.  His most deft move toward this end was to implement a program for teaching all the people a single new language that was invented by linguists in 1956; and its mandatory implementation was used to facilitate a covert plan to transform the republic into a federation that would be better able to dictate across all the islands.
The 1999 decentralization of the government was a move by the World Bank to better centralize the banking on Java as part of the One World Bank conspiracy that is being orchestrated by the Bank of International Settlements.
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