Vietnam’s Tay Tién expansion into Laos and Cambodia
It is common belief that the Vietnam War was a civil war when in fact it wasn’t; it was a
war of conquest of Southeast Asia, for Ho Chi Minh was not a Vietnamese nationalist
rather he was an international communist. Ho Chi Minh, cofounder of the French
communist party, held a position of leadership in the international communist movement –
the Comintern. In 1928, Ho was sent by the Comintern to Siam (Thailand where he lived
in a Wat disguised as a Buddhist Monk), and later to Malaya and Singapore to preside over
the creation of communist parties in these countries. Moscow also put him in charge of
creating communist parties in Cambodia and Laos. All were encouraged to contribute to the
international proletarian revolution, and all of them reported to the Comintern’s Far Eastern
Bureau headed by Ho.1
As part of the “Communist Internationale funded by the Soviet Union, Ho Chi Minh
founded the "Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. Aping his mentor — the butcher
Joseph Stalin – Ho’s ultimate plan was to establish a greater Vietnam by gobbling up his
neighbors, Laos, Vietnam, and later other S.E. Asian countries as Stalin and Russia did to
its neighbors in establishing the Soviet Union.
After the Geneva Agreements in 1954, Ho Chi Minh saw to it that several hundred young
Cambodians were taken north, indoctrinated in communism and given military training.
They were later armed and sent back, where they became the basis of the Khmer Rouge in
Cambodia’s Eastern Zone. Knowing of Ho’s close ties to Moscow and his intent to
emulate his hero, the butcher Joseph Stalin, by creating a Soviet-style Union of South East
Asia, China began training and arming the Pol Pot faction of the Khmer Rouge as a
counterbalance to Soviet influence. China believed that revolution should come from
within, and it didn’t want a pro-Soviet “S.E. Asian Union” on its soft-underbelly. Hanoi
maintained three divisions, often referred to as the Vietminh Khmer Rouge, in Cambodia
fighting the Lon Nol government and assisted the Pol Pot Khmer Rouge to take over
Phnom Penh in 1975 by providing logistics, ammunition, artillery and rocket support and
backup by Vietnamese troops making them complicit in the genocide of at least one and one
half million Cambodians.
Viewing the U.S. as a paper tiger after its abandonment of South Vietnam, the Vietnamese
communist party sent its mighty military force into Cambodia, not to liberate it from Pol
Pot’s Khmer Rouge, but to colonize that country to fulfill Ho Chi Minh’s dream of
hegemony over Indochina. They never dreamed that the U.S. would ally with communist
China to drive them out. Unfortunately, the Hanoi’s Khmer Rouge remained intact and now
controls Cambodia.
From the onset of the Indochina communist party, Ho Chi Minh began neo-colonizing
Laos. He, as the majority of the Vietnamese, considered the Laotians, and even more so the
Hmong, who had not been cultured by China as being Nha que qua [very backward],
therefore they were not to be trusted. That attitude persists among the Vietnamese
communists leaders today.
Since the Vietnamese had better access to French education, the French colonial
government used Vietnamese as lower-echelon civil servants throughout the region, thus
playing right into the hands of Ho Chi Minh. Ho began implementing his plan to dominate
Indochina by infiltrating educated communist Vietnamese agents into Lao villages with
money to set themselves up as scribes, and moneylenders. Acting as liaisons with the
French colonial government through the lower-echelon Vietnamese civil servants, they
gained considerable influence throughout the countryside. To cement their stature and gain
total trust of the villagers, the Vietnamese communist agents took Lao wives and raised

families. Now the sons and a few daughters of these Vietnamese make up a fair portion of
the Lao communist party leadership.
In Laos, the U.S. waged a "secret war" against Hanoi to interdict communist North
Vietnamese troops infiltrating into South Vietnam. The backbone of this secret war was
the Hmong ethnic minorities who lost over 40,000 killed while fighting for the United
States and held three North Vietnamese at bay and saved the lives of countless Americans.
It has been over 30 years since the Vietnam War ended; yet a second ”secret war”
continues in Laos. However, this secret war is being waged jointly by Vietnamese
and Laotian communist forces, this time without American involvement. The war is
against the Laotian people, especially the Hmong and other ethnic minorities, such as the
Khmu, Mien and Chao Fa.
Hanoi maintains large numbers of troops in Laos to assist the communist Pathet Lao in
hunting down and exterminating their joint enemy -- the Hmong. In 1988, the Lao
Communist Party proclaimed it would hunt down the “American collaborators” and their
families, “to the last root.” They will be “butchered like wild animals.” Those they are
hunting are mostly the children, grand children and great-grandchildren of the fighters who
sided with the U.S.
Although Ho Chi Minh is dead, the repressive and genocidal regime in Hanoi continues to
implement Ho’s 1930 Indochinese Communist Party’s strategy by neo-colonizing Laos and
Cambodia; a strategy reaffirmed in successive Vietnamese communist party congresses.2
Today, the Vietnamese communists have extended their hegemony over Laos and
Cambodia and have de facto annexed Laos, which in many ways is now a province of
North Vietnam. The Lao party leaders are anointed by Hanoi and receive their marching
orders in a Sub Rosa fashion through a Vietnamese shadow government.
In Cambodia, Hanoi maintains a contingent of 3,000 troops, a mixture of special-forces and
intelligence agents, with tanks and helicopters, in a huge compound 2½ kilometers outside
Phnom Penh right next to Hun Sen's Tuol Krassaing fortress near Takhmau. They are there
to ensure that Hanoi's puppet, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, doesn't stray far from
Hanoi's policy of neo-colonization of Cambodia. The Vietnamese compound bristles with
electronic surveillance equipment that would make any group’s electronic ease-dropping
outstation proud. When Vietnamese troops were forced to withdraw from Cambodia, as a
compromise, Vietnam installed its Hanoi trained Khmer Rouge marionette Hun Sen as
Prime Minister.
Amoeba-like, communist Vietnam began neo-colonizing Laos and Cambodia by the
traditional Vietnamese expansionism termed "Don Dien", first by occupying territory with
troops, then having their families come in to settle the new territory, then putting the troops
into civilian clothes to become "ready reservists" and replacing them with new troops for
further expansion. After their defeat in Cambodia, in order to quell a budding revolt within
the Vietnamese army, Hanoi compelled their willing partner, Hun Sen, to grant land in
Eastern Cambodia and citizenship to over 500,000 Vietnamese army personnel. Thus, the
“Vietnamization” of Cambodia began, forcing the puppet regime in Phnom Penh to issue
in 1982 Circular No. 240 SR/MC/HH and successive decree-laws appealing to all
Cambodians to consider the expansion of solidarity with the fraternal Vietnamese people
their duty by helping Vietnamese nationals to settle in Cambodia. By 1989, the number of
Vietnamese “settlers” in Cambodia had reached 1,250,000. Simultaneously, Vietnam
developed new maps depicting their new borders expanding up to 40 kilometers inside
Laos and Cambodia. Hun Sen formally conceded these borders to Hanoi in violation of
international law through a series of treaties, the latest in October 10, 2005. Reportedly,
Vietnamese people form the majority in Cambodia eastern provinces, such as Svay Rieng
and Prey Veng.3
Today, the communist party of Vietnam is faced with a burgeoning population, a lack of

natural resources to fuel its economy and enough fertile land on which to grow food to
adequately feed its people. In a desperate move to keep its grasp on power and in an
attempt to pacify a restless young population, Hanoi is exporting “guest workers” and by
further excursion into neighboring countries in order to expand its control over those
territories. In 2005, the communist regime exported 500,000 Vietnamese workers overseas
to countries such as Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, South Korea, and now they are being
exported to Cambodia and Laos.
Vietnamese communists continue their policy of neocolonization, nibbling away at
Cambodia by annexing sizable portions of its borders, coastlines and islands (e.g., Koh Tral
and Krachak Ses) through illegitimate treaties with their puppet regime in Phnom Penh in
violation of the1991 Paris Peace Agreement on Cambodia. Their latest scheme is involves
flooding three northeastern provinces of Cambodia and the three southeastern provinces of
Laos with Vietnamese settlers and exploiting the natural resources there.
Chapters of the Cambodian-Vietnam friendship organizations (United Front for National
Construction and defense of Cambodia –UFCDK), a “front” for the Vietnam Fatherland
Front, have now been established in all of Cambodia’s cities and provinces4 The UFCDK
is comparable to Hanoi’s creation of the National Liberation Front (NLF) during the
Vietnam War. The NLF was touted as being the political arm of South Vietnam’s Viet
Cong, when in fact it was no more than a façade created for propaganda purposes and
owned and operated by Hanoi. “The Vietnam fatherland front and its member
organizations constitute the political base of people's power. The front promotes the
tradition of national solidarity, strengthens the people's unity of mind in political and
spiritual matters….”5
In November 2004, Vietnam cajoled the puppet communist regimes of Laos and Cambodia
into signing the “Development Triangle agreement.”6 This agreement allows the
Vietnamese to now formalize their expansion through what is historically termed Tay Tién
(Westward movement) into the three North Eastern provinces of Stung Trèng, Ratanakiri
and Mondolkiri in Cambodia, and into the three South Eastern provinces of Attapeu,
Sékong and Saravan in Laos.
The “Development Triangle” is a vast area of high plateaus and virgin forests covering
approximately 120,400 square kilometers. With the exception of the provinces in Vietnam
where the communist regime has already confiscated the ancestral lands of the
Montagnards in the Central Highlands, deforested the area, and relocated several million
people there; those provinces in Laos and Cambodia are sparsely populated, mainly with
ethnic minorities, but were occupied by the Vietnamese during the Vietnam War.
This “so called development” of these provinces starts with building a “security” road
network with the intent to deprive Montagnards fleeing repression in the Central Highlands
of Vietnam of sanctuary among their distant relatives in Laos and Cambodia and in the
UNHCR camps in Phnom Penh. Although claiming that the roads would increase tourism
and commerce in these areas, the real reason is to create easy access for the growing
Vietnamese population to migrate to and neo-colonize these provinces in Laos and
Cambodia. Already, Vietnamese settlers are flooding Mondulkiri and Ratanakiri provinces
in Cambodia occupying lands belonging to the local populations.
The Triangle occupies “an eminently strategic position on the political, economical, social,
environmental and ecological levels” for the control of Laos and Cambodia by Hanoi.
Japan and China are leading supporters of Vietnam’s expansionism.
Already in Laos, the Vietnamese army’s Military Corps No. 15 has completed an irrigation
complex in Sekong for plantation crops, established a coffee plantation in Saravan, and
developed plans for setting up coffee, rubber and cashew plantations, and building a 10,000

tonne-per-year rubber processing plant in Attopeu. Atopeu’s new rubber plantation covers
an area of over 7,000 hectares.7 The Laos Government is about to issue the VN Quang
Minh company a license to establish a rubber plantation in the Attopeu Province. It is the
first rubber plantation project in this location, with a surface of 3,000ha over a period of 50
years; the investment needed is of USD 14 million. The GoL has likewise given
authorization to another VN company, Dakruco, to cultivate rubber on 10,000ha in the
Attopeu, Champassak and Saravan Provinces, with a project budget of USD 22 million.
Today, around 50 VN enterprises wish to invest in the development of rubber in Laos,
mainly in the southern provinces. Vientiane, 30 janvier 2007 (AVI)
The ‘Triangle’ area is only one of many places that the Vietnamese expansionists have
moved into in order to exploit the natural resources of Laos; e.g., there are six hydroelectric
dams that were constructed and are owned and operated by the Vietnamese to power
Vietnam’s booming economy.
In Cambodia, China is competing with Vietnam and constructing roads in Stung Treng,
exploiting forests in Mondulkiri, and developing mining exploration units in Ratanakkiri.
Vietnam views the Triangle area for its potential for growing cash crops and establishing
vast plantations fast-growing trees, coffee, tea and rubber to earn export dollars. Both the
Vietnamese and Laotian regimes have voiced policies of using ethnic minorities in these
regions for cheap labor for plantations established on their ancestral lands.
Vietnam’s parastatal company EVN (Electricity of Viet Nam) is planning to build five
hydroelectric dams on the Sesan River in Stung Treng Province. The dams will have a total
production capacity of 818 megawatts. The estimated production capacities and costs of
the five dams are: 1) 420 MW, costing $611 million; 2) 180 MW, costing $387 million; 3)
90 MW at $164 million; and 4&5) 64 MW each, costing $114 million each.
Construction on these dams is expected to begin in 2012 upon the completion of the
Japanese-funded highway connecting the port of Da Nang in Vietnam with the northeastern
provinces of Cambodia, and the southeastern provinces of Laos.8
Corruption and a lack of progress in combating it remain a major blight on Asia's
restructuring efforts following the 1997 crisis. Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam also lost
ground in 2007, according to Transparency International. The strong correlation between
corruption and poverty means that the benefits of growth are concentrated among the
politically connected and bypass many who most need it.9
Given the level of corruption among officials in Vietnam and Cambodia, it is expected that
several Cambodian and Vietnamese officials will become very, very wealthy from these
projects. The dams would be constructed, owned and operated by Vietnamese, and the
electricity generated from these hydroelectric plants will be forwarded and sold to
Vietnamese power plants. Purportedly, electricity would be resold to Cambodia at a “cheap
price.” One has to be very naive to believe that Vietnam will sell any electricity to
Cambodia at a cheaper price than in Vietnam, given that county’s level of corruption, rate of
economic growth and the need for cheap energy to fuel its economy; its needs are
increasing by 10-15% annually.
Another reason for its expansion into Laos and Cambodia is Vietnam’s conflict between
food production, industrialization and building dams to power its economic growth. In the
last five years, Vietnam has lost 300,000 hectares of irrigated rice due to industrial
development, including a vast amount lost through the construction of dams. This is
creating a looming shortage of rice needed to feed it burgeoning population.
The construction of dams results in the displacement of large numbers of indigenous
populations that farm the fertile soils in the river basins. These people are then either
relocated to marginally productive lands, or receive no land at all; thus they fall victim to
abject poverty. Vietnam has a history of doing this as well as corrupt officials absconding

with relocation funds, leaving the victims with little or nothing; e.g., the Muong Lay Dam
in North Vietnam.10 Those who choose to remain behind to farm the basins below the
dams find that two or three times a year,uncontrolled spillage from the dams will flood their
fields, destroy their crops and drown their livestock.
The Se San River originates in the Central Highlands of Vietnam and flows into
Cambodia where it meets the Mekong River. In 1993, the Vietnamese government
started construction on the first dam on the river -- Yali Falls Dam -- which was
completed in 2000.
While the dam was under construction from 1996-2000, erratic releases of water
resulted in flash flooding downstream, causing deaths to people and livestock and
destruction of rice fields and vegetable gardens. Since 2000, operation of the dam
has resulted in rapid and daily fluctuations in the river’s flow downstream in
Cambodia’s Ratanakiri and Stung Treng provinces. It is estimated that at least 36
people have drowned due to erratic releases of water from the dam, and at least
55,000 people have been adversely affected -- suffering millions of dollars in
damages due to lost rice production, drowned livestock, lost fishing income, and
damages to rice reserves, boats, fishing gear and houses. Over 3,500 people have
relocated to other areas without compensation.11
In addition, more than 6,700 people were resettled to make way for Yali Falls Dam
(in Vietnam, ed.). According to a 2001 study by Vietnam’s Center for Natural
Resources and Environmental Studies, people displaced by the dam have suffered
from severe shortages of food and other hardships since the dam flooded their
homes and land in 1999.
Affected communities (in Vietnam, ed.) have not received compensation for their
losses, and there are no plans to provide them with compensation for past or future
impacts. In Cambodia, communities have formed the Se San Protection Network to
press for compensation and changes to the dam’s operating regime to minimize
downstream damages. Despite the unresolved issues, the government of Vietnam
has embarked on an ambitious plan to build up to five more dams on the Sesan
River. The International Rivers Network is working to support the Se San
Protection Network in their request for reparations and a halt to future dam
construction on the Se San River.12
Although he’s dead, Hanoi is well on its way in the implementation of Ho Chi Minh’s
1930 aspirations of creating a Soviet-style Indochina.
Cambodia is presently ruled by Hanoi’s marionette Prime Minister Hun Sen and his
Vietnamese communist-backed corrupt cabal. In terms of “real politick”, Hun Sen’s
Premiership -- albeit obtained illegally, first by a coup d'état in 1997 and then appointed by
bought-and-paid-for National Assemblies in 1998 and 2003 -- continues to receive de facto
international recognition as the “legitimate” representative government of Cambodia.
Therefore, the Paris Peace Agreement of October 23rd, 1991, or any other
accord/agreement, is at present moot. Thus, nothing can be done at this time about
violations of Cambodia’s territorial integrity until a democratic or another form of
government representing the true aspirations of the Cambodian people is elected. At that
time, the new Cambodian government can take these matters to the international court for
abrogation of these unfair and illegal treaties and agreements made by the illegitimate,
corrupt and immoral regime of Hun Sen and the Cambodian People's Party (CPP).
________
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Final Act of the Paris Conference on Cambodia
1.

Concerned by the tragic conflict and continuing bloodshed in Cambodia, the Paris Conference
on Cambodia was convened, at the invitation of the Government of the French Republic, in
order to achieve an internationally guaranteed comprehensive settlement which would restore
peace to that country. The Conference was held in two sessions, the first from 30 July to 30
August 1989, and the second from 21 to 23 October 1991.

2.

The co-Presidents of the Conference were H. E. Mr. Roland Dumas, Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the French Republic, and H. E. Mr. Ali Alatas, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Indonesia.

3.

The following States participated in the Conference: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Canada, the People's Republic of China, the French Republic, the Republic of India, the
Republic of Indonesia, Japan, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Republic of
the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States
of America and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam.
In addition, the Non-Aligned Movement was represented at the Conference by its current
Chairman at each session, namely Zimbabwe at the first session and Yugoslavia at the second

session.
4.

At the first session of the Conference, Cambodia was represented by the four Cambodian
Parties. The Supreme National Council of Cambodia, under the leadership of its President,
H.R.H. Prince Norodom Sihanouk, represented Cambodia at the second session of the
Conference.

5.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, H.E. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and his Special
Representative, Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed, also participated in the Conference.

6.

The Conference organized itself into three working committees of the whole, which met
throughout the first session of the Conference. The First Committee dealt with military matters,
the Second Committee dealt with the question of international guarantees, and the Third
Committee with the repatriation of refugees and displaced persons and the eventual
reconstruction of Cambodia.

The officers of each committee were as follows:
First Committee
Co-Chairmen:
Mr. C.R. Gharekhan (India)
Mr. Allan Sullivan (Canada)
Rapporteur: Ms. Victoria Sisante-Bataclan (Philippines)
Second Committee
Co-Chairmen:
Mr. Soulivong Phrasithideth (Laos)
Dato' Zainal Abidin Ibrahim (Malaysia)
Rapporteur: Mr. Herve Dejean de la Batie (France)
Third Committee
Co-Chairmen:
Mr. Yukio Imagawa (Japan)
Mr. Robert Merrillees (Australia)
Rapporteur: Colonel Ronachuck Swasdikiat (Thailand)
The Conference also established an Ad Hoc Committee, composed of the representatives of the four
Cambodian Parties and chaired by the representatives of the two co-Presidents of the Conference,
whose mandate involved matters related to national reconciliation among the Cambodian Parties. The Ad
Hoc Committee held several meetings during the first session of the Conference.
The Coordination Committee of the Conference, chaired by the representatives of the two co-Presidents,
was established and given responsibility for general coordination of the work of the other four
committees. The Coordination Committee met at both the first and second sessions of the Conference.
An informal meeting of the Coordination Committee was also held in New York on 21 September 1991.
7.

At the conclusion of the first session, the Conference had achieved progress in elaborating a
wide variety of elements necessary for the achievement of a comprehensive settlement of the
conflict in Cambodia. The Conference noted, however, that it was not yet possible to achieve a
comprehensive settlement. It was therefore decided to suspend the Conference on 30 August
1989. However, in doing so, the Conference urged all parties concerned to intensify their efforts
to achieve a comprehensive settlement, and asked the co-Presidents to lend their good offices
to facilitate these efforts.

8.

Following the suspension of the first session of the Conference, the co-Presidents and the
Secretary-General of the United Nations undertook extensive consultations, in particular with
the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, with the Supreme National
Council of Cambodia, and with other participants in the Paris Conference. The object of these
consultations was to forge agreement on all aspects of a settlement, to ensure that all
initiatives to this end were compatible and to enhance the prospects of ending the bloodshed in
Cambodia at the earliest possible date. The efforts of the co-Presidents and the SecretaryGeneral paved the way for the reconvening of the Paris Conference on Cambodia.

9.

At the inaugural portion of the final meeting of the Paris Conference, on 23 October 1991, the
Conference was addressed by H.E. Mr. Francois Mitterrand, President of the French Republic,
H.R.H. Prince Norodom Sihanouk, President of the Supreme National Council of Cambodia, and
H.E. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the United Nations.

10. At the second session, the Conference adopted the following instruments:

3.

1.

Agreement on a comprehensive political settlement of the Cambodia conflict, with
annexes on the mandate for UNTAC, military matters, elections, repatriation of
Cambodian refugees and displaced persons, and the principles for a new Cambodian
constitution;

2.

Agreement concerning the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and
inviolability, neutrality and national unity of Cambodia; and

Declaration on the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Cambodia

These instruments represent an elaboration of the "Framework for a Comprehensive Political
Settlement of the Cambodia Conflict" adopted by the five permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council on 28 August 1990, and of elements of the work accomplished at the
first session of the Conference. They entail a continuing process of national reconciliation and
an enhanced role for the United Nations, thus enabling the Cambodian people to determine their
own political future through free and fair elections organized and conducted by the United
Nations in a neutral political environment with full respect for the national sovereignty of
Cambodia.
11. These instruments, which together form the comprehensive settlement the achievement of
which was the objective of the Paris Conference, are being presented for signature to the
States participating in the Paris Conference. On behalf of Cambodia, the instruments will be
signed by the twelve members of the Supreme National Council of Cambodia, which is the
unique legitimate body and source of authority enshrining the sovereignty, independence and
unity of Cambodia.
12. The States participating in the Conference call upon the co-Presidents of the Conference to
transmit an authentic copy of the comprehensive political settlement instruments to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. The States participating in the Conference request the
Secretary General to take the appropriate steps in order to enable consideration of the
comprehensive settlement by the United Nations Security Council at the earliest opportunity.
They pledge their full cooperation in the fulfilment of this comprehensive settlement and their
assistance in its implementation.
Above all, in view of the recent tragic history of Cambodia, the States participating in the
Conference commit themselves to promote and encourage respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Cambodia, as embodied in the relevant international
instruments to which they are party.
13. The States participating in the Conference request the International Committee of the Red
Cross to facilitate, in accordance with its principles, the release of prisoners of war and civilian
internees. They express their readiness to assist the ICRC in this task.
14. The States participating in the Conference invite other States to accede to the Agreement on a
Comprehensive Political Settlement of the Cambodia Conflict and to the Agreement concerning
the Sovereignty, Independence, Territorial Integrity and Inviolability, Neutrality and National
Unity of Cambodia.
15. Further recognizing the need for a concerted international effort to assist Cambodia in the tasks
of rehabilitation and reconstruction, the States participating in the Conference urge the
international community to provide generous economic and financial support for the measures
set forth in the Declaration on the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Cambodia.
In witness whereof the representatives have signed this Final Act.
Done at Paris this twenty-third day of October one thousand nine hundred and ninety-one, in two copies
in the Chinese, English, French, Khmer and Russian languages, each text being equally authentic. The
originals of this Final Act shall be deposited with the Governments of the French Republic and of the
Republic of Indonesia.
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